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In order to be adapted to the development of our country and post-graduate 
education, the government has been promoting the revolution in the Assessment and 
Accreditation System for postgraduate Academic Degree Programs. However, the 
current system is still criticized by many colleges and universities as well as some 
scholars. From their views, the current system has weakened and even deprived the 
colleges and universities of their autonomy, which is not propitious for improving the 
quality of post-graduate education as well as exerting the social function of 
post-graduate education. Critics suggest that we should change the administrative 
legislative attribute of current system from “country-authorized degrees” to “colleges 
and universities—authorized degrees.” 
After study we realize that with current legislation, it is hard to solve the 
problems in Assessment and Accreditation System for Academic Degree Programs. 
However, with critics’ suggestions, there may be still some problems with revolution.  
1. There are significant deficiencies in the theory and research logic of the critics. 2. 
The historical experience proves to be infeasible. 
As an integral part of national modern university institution, the current 
Assessment and Accreditation System for postgraduate Academic Degree Programs is 
a administrative legislative system, and to be specific, outer administrative procedure 
law. However, the system regulates the social relations in the special field of higher 
education. From the function of the system, it belongs to the category of higher 
education outer quality guarantee and authentication system. Therefore, to make 
accurate judgment on the legality and scientificalness of current system and to 
discriminate the problems to be solved in the development of the system, we have to 
make further study from the dimension of law principles and higher education outer 















On the basis of the above understandings, this research has been carried out in 5 
parts from the two basic dimensions of systematic development--dimension of 
systematic law principles and dimension of the education outer quality guarantee of 
the system. The first part consists of the first chapter in which we have analyzed the 
historical evolution of degree social functions and structure with the emphasis on the 
modern social functions of degrees to set the development goals of system functions. 
In the second part, we have made normative research on the systematic development 
from the dimension of juristic law principles to solve the problems of systematic 
attribute and systematic law standard. This part consists of chapter 2 and 3. In chapter 
2, we first have discriminated the two basic understandings for the systematic 
development: “power” and “right”, “public law” and “private law”. We have made 
further study on the two basic law principle problems. On the basis of the basic 
principle understanding, we have made law principle research on the legal status of 
colleges and universities---the core of systematic law principle problem, which has 
been elaborated in chapter 3. We have drawn the basic conclusions: systematic 
development should be directed by the national administrative legislative system. The 
system belongs to the outer administrative law.  Degree Assessment and 
Accreditation is decided by right-oriented administration. The legal status of colleges 
and universities should be formulated by public laws. In the third part, we have made 
the empirical study on the law principle dimension of systematic development which 
is elaborated is chapter 4. In this part, we fist have summarized the historical 
evolution of the system. And then according to the study of the 2nd part, we have make 
law principle analysis on the current system. We have drawn the following 
conclusions: the current system is neither constructed according to the outer 
administrative procedure law, nor standardized by the characteristics of right-oriented 
administration. In the fourth part, we mainly have studied the system from the 
dimension of higher education outer quality guarantee. This part consists of chapter 5. 
The basic conclusions are as follows: there are obvious deficiencies in the current 
system in many aspects such as construction of quality value system, quality 














evaluation and quality development and so on. In the 5th part, on the basis of the 
above conclusions, we have made relevant suggestions on the development of the 
Assessment and Accreditation System for postgraduate Academic Degree Programs. 
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